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The City and the Tower 

The old sublime audacity which shall challenge the Lord 
on his throne — that is what the modern poet needs, whether 
he speak in words or deeds. Power which shall gather up 
the tremendous modern forces and use them for love instead 
of hate, for union instead of separation ; power which shall 
build a mighty tower to bring down heaven to earth. Then 
indeed an era will dawn which shall amaze the gods, for 
"nothing will be restrained from men which they have imag- 
ined to do." 

But as yet that old jealous God of Genesis sits secure on 
his throne. Ilow long must the tides of time roll on before 
he hears once more man's audacious challenge, before he 
comes down a second time to see "the city and the tower," 
and finds that "the people are one, and they have all one 
language" ? 

Perhaps by that time the mystic cycle of destiny may be 
rounded out to full completeness, so that he may be willing 
to take up his abode among men at last! H. M. 

VERNER VON HEIDENSTAM 

When the Nobel committee awarded the prize for litera- 
ture for 1916 to the Swedish poet and novelist Verner von 
Heidenstam, this was greeted by the entire country with the 
same enthusiastic approval as when the choice some years 
ago fell on Selma Lagerlof. 

Probably no other country can boast of having two of the 
foremost among its poets humbly place themselves at the 
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service of the school. In The Wonderful Journey of Little 
Niels Selma Lagerlof has depicted to Swedish children the 
country of Sweden with the great love she has for both, and 
with the wonderful poetic beauty which has given this epoch- 
making work a unique place in the book-world of the school. 

Very different but of the same high literary value is 
Heidenstam's book for school children, The Swedes and 
Their Chiefs. Bound to follow its instructive purpose, it 
is not a free poetic creation like Heidenstam's other historic 
works, but exhibits on each page its author's forceful style. 

Heidenstam's first books were all written in prose, but a 
prose that lies far from that language of everyday conver- 
sation and newspaper style which so many of his contem- 
poraries had religiously adopted as an expression for true 
realism. With Heidenstam begins the literary Swedish 
renascence in which are counted such names as Selma Lager- 
lof, Per Hallstrom, E. A. Karlfeldt, Oscar Levertin, and 
Gustaf Froding. 

Like Selma Lagerlof, Heidenstam had passed the age of 
thirty before publishing in 1888 his first book, Years of Wan- 
dering 'and Pilgrimage. This was rapidly followed by the 
traveling sketches From Col di Tenda to Blocksberg, the 
novel Endymion, and the great heroic epos Hans Alienus, 
born out of a poet's inspiration and a philosopher's medita- 
tions about life, its ideal of happiness and its tragedy. Hans 
Alienus, the restless seeker of truth and beauty all over the 
globe and through all ages, is Heidenstam's own youth spent 
in worldwide travels, with the longing for home hidden half 

[36] 



Verner von Heidenstam 

unconsciously in the depths of his soul; to return at last to 
the country of his birth, convinced of the vanity of any 
attempt to pursue happiness outside of his own soul. 

Heidenstam then returned to the love of his early youth, 
lyric poetry, and published in 1895 his first volume of Poems, 
the most individual creation he had until then given. A 
"high song" in praise of high idealism, "of a national idealism 
so pure and full that the air itself sings with joyous expecta- 
tion that every wife is to bear a Messiah." 

Heidenstam's best known historic work is The Carolins, 
thirty-four short stories depicting the epoch, glorious in 
Swedish history, of Charles XII and his faithful warriors; 
but it is the masterly psychologic knowledge of human nature, 
from the fantastic and contradictory character of the King 
which runs like a red thread through the book, to the feel- 
ings of the small drum-boy, that gives to this work its chief 
interest. 

Several other important historic works followed The 
Carolins; foremost among them The Pilgrimage of Holy 
Birgitta. In all these he has made Swedish history live anew 
in the hearts of his people, made it a real and cherished pos- 
session for old and young, not merely a dry science with 
innumerable dreaded dates and names. 

But still, it is as a lyric poet that Heidenstam has given 
his country most. He has gradually reached a higher and 
wider horizon, but in spite of his aristocratic aloofness and 
the decidedly "unpopular vein" of his poetry, he has become 
the poet under whose banner the others have gathered in 
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the last decades. His works have become classic and are 
being published in cheap popular editions already during his 
life-time. Verner von Heidenstam and Gustaf Froding, the 
two who wrought their intuitive philosophy of life into poetry 
of wondrous strength and beauty, and who incarnated the 
national character of their people in song and prose, stand 
foremost as representatives of the idealistic school of writers 
in Sweden. 

Almost all of Heidenstam's works have been translated 
into German, and several of them successfully into English. 

Svea Bernhard 

REVIEWS 

YOUTH AT WAR 

Poems, by Alan Seeger, with an introduction by William 

Archer. Charles Scribner's Sons. 

This volume is almost the work of two authors; for the 
hand that penned Juvenilia was a very different hand from 
that which gave us Last Poems. If Alan Seeger had not 
fallen at the front, would the former collection have met 
with the consideration now accorded it? Could we, for in- 
stance, knowing nothing of the story of its author, give it 
the same heed that we give it now, when the glamor of a 
brave and chivalrous death is upon it? I think that this poet 
would be the first to ask that it be given the unbiassed judg- 
ment granted to the work of writers of less romantic career. 
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